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Siamese Government naturally protested against this
unlawful and unnecessary violence; tut, apparently,
without any beneficial result. The conduct of the
Grovernor of Singapore was disapproved of,* but in
terms such as leave it to be supposed, that whilst the
injudiciousness of his policy was apparent, its viola-
tion of international law had passed unperceived;
and the door was not closed, as it should have been,
upon the possible future commission of similar un-
lawful acts.

After this came the Ashanti war, the existence
of which was only known to the nation after its
fruitlessness and disastrous consequences had be-
come public. Here, again, no declaration of war had
been made; and in this instance the value of such a
declaration, as concerning the interests of the nation
commencing war, as laid down by Vattel, became
apparent: for if the facts which became public in
the course of the debate in the House of Commons
had been known at the outset, it is probable that the
same result, of refusing to sanction these hostile
operations, would have been arrived at without the
loss of life and expenditure which occurred. If it is
objected that the formalities of a declaration of war
were superfluous with the Ashanti kingdom, it may
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